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Executive Summary 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is an ambitious and transformative agenda that 

aims to end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change by 2030. The 

SDGs build on the successes of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were 

instrumental in lifting millions out of poverty and improving lives around the world. 

The SDG process aimed to build on the MDGs, and their global monitoring framework 

established by the UN through renewing commitments, setting new targets and defining 

effective strategies to achieve these goals by 2030. "For each goal, targets have been set for 

those countries that are more advanced in achieving the goal and for other countries through 

collaboration. For each country the SDG specific target(s) is to be achieved by 2030. While 

each country's target can be seen as a benchmark to assess the achievement of their overall 

development agenda, it is also an individual responsibility to reach each and every target. 

Sustainable Development Goal 10 aims at reducing inequality within and among countries. 

This SDG calls for reducing inequalities in income as well as those based on age, sex, disability, 

race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status within a country. The goal also 

addresses inequalities among countries, including those related to representation, migration and 

development assistance. 

The SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities will provoke greater recognition and implementation of 

human rights as a norm of international law and as a driver of national development, attract 

new funding sources for poverty alleviation (including foreign aid), create renewed political 

commitment at all levels and help integrate the goals into national policies. The target year is 

2030. 

The U.N. General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities in 2006 and proposed the SDG 10 in 2009. The Istanbul Convention on active 

citizenship for persons with disabilities was adopted at a stroke in May 2017 and is open for 

signature and ratification by governments worldwide from October 2017 onwards when 

entered into force after 30 days (with reservations). 

In July 2018, the UN began its process to draft a binding treaty for specific rights of persons 

with disabilities which will be debated at UNGA 72nd session (2019), election cycles 

thereafter, and completed in 2022, 23 years from 2016, to advance disability rights under 

international law. UNCRPD Article 4.1 and the 2013 Madrid Resolution (Paragraph 1) call 

for it. There are a number of international public goods and services that benefit disabled 

persons. Significant improvements have been made in the area of disability in international law 

after the adoption of both the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, which came into effect on 3 May 2008, and the Optional Protocol to its 

Convention (OPC), which came into effect on 30 March 2007. The OPC allows monitoring 

bodies composed by local and international experts to investigate allegations of violations that 

occur in States Parties to this Protocol. 

The world community has made important progress in assisting those in need of relief from 

poverty. The least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, and small island 

developing states are the most vulnerable and continue to make progress in reducing poverty. 

However, there are still significant discrepancies in access to resources like healthcare, 

education, and other services. 
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Sustainable Development Goals 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member States 

in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now 

and into the future. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which are 

an urgent call for action by all countries - developed and developing - in a global partnership. 

They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-hand with 

strategies that improve health and education, reduce inequality, and spur economic growth – 

all while tackling climate change and working to preserve our oceans and forests. 

The severity and magnitude of the challenges before us demand sweeping changes on a scale 

not yet seen in human history. We must start by ending armed conflicts and embarking on a 

path of diplomacy and peace – a precondition for sustainable development. We simply cannot 

tolerate war and the senseless loss of precious lives and resources it entails. 

Second, we must adopt low-carbon, resilient and inclusive development pathways that will 

reduce carbon emissions, conserve natural resources, transform our food systems, create better 

jobs and advance the transition to a greener, more inclusive and just economy. The road map 

laid out in the SDGs is clear. Just as the impact of crises is compounded when they are linked, 

so are solutions. When we take action to strengthen social protection systems, improve public 

services and invest in clean energy, for example, we address the root causes of increasing 

inequality, environmental degradation and climate change. 

Third, nothing short of a comprehensive transformation of the international financial and debt 

architecture will be required to accomplish these aims and to avoid a two-track recovery, with 

developing countries left behind. The stakes could not be higher. If humanity is to survive, we 

must survive together, leaving no one behind. 

Current Status of 17 SDGs 

 

The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has put steady progress in poverty 

reduction over the past 25 years into reverse, with the number of people in extreme poverty 

increasing for the first time in a generation. Now, rising inflation and the impacts of the war in 

Ukraine may derail progress further. The combined crises could lead to an additional 75 million 

to 95 million people living in extreme poverty in 2022, compared with pre-pandemic 

projections. While almost all countries have introduced new social protection measures in 

response to the crisis, many were short-term in nature, and large numbers of vulnerable people 

have not yet benefited from them. As things stand, the world is not on track to end poverty by 

2030, with poorer countries now needing unprecedented levels of pro-poor growth to achieve 

this goal. 
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The world is on the verge of a global food crisis, with a rising number of people experiencing 

hunger and food insecurity even before the COVID-19 pandemic. Global food supply systems 

have been partially undermined by a cascading combination of growing conflicts, climate-

related shocks and widening inequalities. As a result, as many as 828 million people may have 

suffered from hunger in 2021. The outbreak of war in Ukraine poses an additional threat to 

food insecurity, with the potential to provoke a surge in levels of hunger and malnutrition, 

especially among the poorest and most vulnerable. With this global crisis looming, it is more 

urgent than ever to address its root causes. The international community must act now to avert 

a crippling food emergency and the social, economic and political upheaval that could follow. 

 

COVID-19 continues to pose challenges to people’s health and wellbeing globally and is 

impeding progress in meeting Goal 3 targets. Before the pandemic, gains were evident in many 

areas of health, including reproductive, maternal and child health, immunization coverage and 

treatment of communicable diseases, though progress was marred by huge regional disparities. 

As of mid-2022, COVID-19 had infected more than 500 million people worldwide. The latest 

estimates show that global “excess deaths” directly and indirectly attributable to COVID-19 

could have been as high as 15 million by the end of 2021. The pandemic has severely disrupted 

essential health services, triggered an increase in the prevalence of anxiety and depression, 

lowered global life expectancy, derailed progress towards ending HIV, tuberculosis (TB) and 

malaria, and halted two decades of work towards making health coverage universal. As a result, 

immunization coverage dropped for the first time in 10 years, and deaths from TB and malaria 

increased. Urgent and concerted action is needed to set the world back on a trajectory towards 

achieving Goal 3. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has deepened a crisis in education, with severe disruptions in 

education systems worldwide. School closures have had worrisome consequences for 

children’s learning and well-being, particularly for girls and those who are disadvantaged, 

including children with disabilities, rural dwellers and ethnic minorities. An estimated 147 

million children missed more than half of their in-person instruction over the past two years. 
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As a result, this generation of children could lose a combined total of $17 trillion in lifetime 

earnings (in current value). Governments need to implement ambitious programmes to ensure 

that all children return to school, recover their learning losses, and have their psychosocial 

needs met.  

 

The world is not on track to achieve gender equality by 2030, and the social and economic 

fallout from the pandemic has made the situation even bleaker. Progress in many areas, 

including time spent on unpaid care and domestic work, decision-making regarding sexual and 

reproductive health, and gender-responsive budgeting, is falling behind. Women’s health 

services, already poorly funded, have faced major disruptions. Violence against women 

remains endemic. And despite women’s leadership in responding to COVID-19, they still trail 

men in securing the decision-making positions they deserve. Commitment and bold action are 

needed to accelerate progress, including through the promotion of laws, policies, budgets and 

institutions that advance gender equality. Greater investment in gender statistics is vital, since 

less than half of the data required to monitor Goal 5 are currently available. 

 

As the COVID-19 pandemic drags on, it becomes increasingly clear that safely managed 

drinking water, sanitation and hygiene services are vital to human health. But unless progress 

picks up speed – dramatically – billions of people will still lack these essential services in 2030. 

Water is fundamental to many other aspects of sustainable development and is under threat. 

Demand for water is rising due to rapid population growth, urbanization and increasing 

pressure from agriculture, industry and the energy sector. Decades of misuse, poor management 

and the over-extraction and contamination of freshwater and groundwater supplies have 

exacerbated water stress and deteriorated water-related ecosystems. This, in turn, affects 

human health, economic activities, and food and energy supplies. Urgent action is needed to 

shift the current trend. To ensure a sustainable and equitable distribution of water to meet all 

needs, the average global implementation rate of improved water resources management needs 

to double. Additional efforts are needed to increase investment in water and sanitation and to 

further cooperation among countries sharing transboundary waters. 
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The world continues to advance towards sustainable energy targets. Nevertheless, the current 

pace of progress is insufficient to achieve Goal 7 by 2030. Improvements in energy efficiency, 

for example, will need to accelerate to reach the climate goal of reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions. Hundreds of millions of people still lack access to electricity, and slow progress 

towards clean cooking solutions means that the health of 2.4 billion people is at risk. Huge 

disparities in access to modern sustainable energy persist, leaving the most vulnerable even 

further behind. In some countries, the COVID-19 pandemic has weakened or reversed 

advances already made. Rising commodity, energy and shipping prices have increased the cost 

of producing and transporting solar photovoltaics modules, wind turbines and biofuels 

worldwide, adding uncertainty to a development trajectory that is already far below Goal 7 

ambitions. Achieving energy and climate goals will require continued policy support and a 

massive mobilization of public and private capital for clean and renewable energy, especially 

in developing countries. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic precipitated the worst economic crisis in decades and reversed 

progress towards decent work for all. Although the global economy began to rebound in 2021, 

bringing some improvement in unemployment, recovery remains elusive and fragile. Recovery 

patterns also vary significantly across regions, countries, sectors and labour market groups. 

Developed economies are experiencing a more robust recovery, while LDCs continue to 

struggle with weak economic growth and labour market fallout due to workplace closures. 

Many small firms, particularly those in low- and lower-middle-income countries, are especially 

disadvantaged, with limited capacity to remain viable. Labour market groups most affected by 

the crisis – women, youth and persons with disabilities – are the last to recover. By the end of 

2021, global economic recovery had been hampered by new waves of COVID-19 infections, 

rising inflationary pressures, major supply-chain disruptions, policy uncertainties and 

persistent labour market challenges. The conflict in Ukraine is expected to seriously set back 

global economic growth in 2022.  

 



Page | 9  
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated the importance of industrialization, technological 

innovation, and resilient infrastructure in building back better and achieving the SDGs. 

Economies with a diversified industrial sector and strong infrastructure (e.g., transport, Internet 

connectivity and utility services) sustained less damage and are experiencing faster recovery. 

In 2021, global manufacturing rebounded from the pandemic, although the recovery remains 

incomplete and uneven. In LDCs, recovery has been sluggish and remains uncertain; almost 

one in three manufacturing jobs was negatively impacted by the crisis. Women, youth and low- 

and middle-skilled workers suffered the most losses. Overall, higher technology industries 

performed better and recovered faster, providing a strong example of how important 

technological innovation is to achieving Goal 9. 

 

Before the COVID-19 crisis, encouraging signs across a number of indicators suggested that 

income inequality was narrowing. In many countries, for instance, the incomes of the poorest 

people rose faster than the national average, though inequalities in other areas persisted. Now, 

the effects of the pandemic appear to be reversing any positive trends. Those with relatively 

low incomes are at risk of falling behind. The pandemic has also intensified structural and 

systemic discrimination. Emerging markets and developing economies are experiencing slow 

recoveries, widening disparities in income between countries. The number of refugees 

worldwide reached the highest absolute number on record in 2021; sadly, that year also saw a 

record number of migrant deaths. Meanwhile, the war in Ukraine rages on, forcing even more 

people from their homes and creating one of the largest refugee crises in recent memory.  

 

Today, more than half the world’s population live in cities. By 2050, an estimated 7 out of 10 

people will likely live in urban areas. Cities are drivers of economic growth and contribute 

more than 80 per cent of global GDP. However, they also account for more than 70 per cent of 

global greenhouse gas emissions. If well-planned and managed, urban development can be 

sustainable and can generate inclusive prosperity. However, rapid and poorly planned 

urbanization leads to many challenges, including a shortage of affordable housing, insufficient 

infrastructure (such as public transportation and basic services), limited open spaces, unsafe 

levels of air pollution, and increased climate and disaster risk. The deep inequalities exposed 

by the COVID-19 pandemic and other cascading crises further highlight the importance of 

sustainable urban development. Strengthening the preparedness and resilience of cities, 

including through high-quality infrastructure and universal access to basic services, is crucial 

in the recovery phase and in our ability to respond to future crises.  
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Unsustainable patterns of consumption and production are root causes of the triple planetary 

crises of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution. These crises, and related 

environmental degradation, threaten human well-being and achievement of the SDGs. If we 

continue on the prevailing development pathway, the Earth’s finite capacity will be unable to 

sustain the livelihoods of current and future generations. Transforming our relationship with 

nature is key to a sustainable future. As the world develops strategies for sustainable recovery 

from the pandemic, governments and all citizens should seize the opportunity to work together 

to improve resource efficiency, reduce waste and pollution, and shape a new circular economy. 

 

The world is on the brink of a climate catastrophe, and the window to avert it is closing rapidly. 

Increased heatwaves, droughts and floods caused by climate change are already affecting 

billions of people around the world and causing potentially irreversible changes in global 

ecosystems. To limit warming to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels, as set out in the Paris 

Agreement, global greenhouse gas emissions will need to peak before 2025. Then they must 

decline by 43 per cent by 2030, falling to net zero by 2050, according to the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the United Nations body responsible for assessing the 

science related to climate change. In response, countries are articulating climate action plans 

to cut emissions and adapt to climate impacts through nationally determined contributions. 

However, current national commitments are not sufficient to meet the 1.5 °C target. Under 

these commitments, greenhouse gas emissions are projected to increase by almost 14 per cent 

over the next decade. Immediate and deep reductions in emissions are needed across all sectors 

to move from a tipping point headed to climate calamity to a turning point for a sustainable 

future. 

 

Human activity is endangering the planet’s largest ecosystem – its oceans and seas – and 

affecting the livelihoods of billions of people. Continuing ocean acidification and rising ocean 

temperatures are threatening marine species and negatively affecting marine ecosystem 

services. Between 2009 and 2018, for example, the world lost about 14 per cent of coral reefs, 

often called the “rainforests of the sea” because of the extraordinary biodiversity they support. 
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The oceans are also under increasing stress from multiple sources of pollution, which is harmful 

to marine life and eventually makes its way into the food chain. The rapidly growing 

consumption of fish (an increase of 122 per cent between 1990 and 2018), along with 

inadequate public policies for managing the sector, have led to depleting fish stocks. 

Combating the decline in ocean health requires intensified protection efforts and the adoption 

of solutions for a sustainable blue economy. This includes a “source-to-sea” approach that 

directly addresses the links between land, water, delta, estuary, coast, nearshore and ocean 

ecosystems in support of holistic natural resources management and economic development. 

 

Healthy ecosystems and the biological diversity they support are a source of food, water, 

medicine, shelter and other material goods. They also provide ecosystem services – the 

cleaning of air and water, for example – which sustain life and increase resiliency in the face 

of mounting pressures. Nevertheless, human activities have profoundly altered most terrestrial 

ecosystems: around 40,000 species are documented to be at risk of extinction over the coming 

decades, 10 million hectares of forest (an area the size of Iceland) are being destroyed each 

year, and more than half of key biodiversity areas remain unprotected. In an effort to prevent 

and halt the degradation of such ecosystems, many countries are sustainably managing their 

forests, protecting sites critical to biodiversity, and enacting national conservation legislation 

and policies. However, other opportunities are being lost. The emergence of COVID-19 was 

an opportunity to integrate biodiversity considerations into economic recovery measures and 

build a more viable future. But biodiversity has been largely neglected in recovery spending. 

 

Pleas for global peace are growing louder as the world witnesses the largest number of violent 

conflicts since 1946, with one quarter of the global population living in conflict-affected 

countries at the end of 2020. Amid these crises, and despite movement restrictions prompted 

by COVID-19, forced displacement has continued and even grown. As of May 2022, a record 

100 million people had been forcibly displaced worldwide. This staggering number will 

increase along with the widening repercussions of the war in Ukraine. The cost of war and 

conflict is high, affecting the poor and vulnerable the most and leading to global impacts and 

escalating human rights violations and humanitarian needs. Exercising fundamental freedoms 

in the defence of others remains deadly, with 320 fatal attacks against human rights defenders, 

journalists and trade unionists recorded in 35 countries in 2021. Ending armed conflicts, 

strengthening institutions and enacting inclusive and equitable legislation that protects the 

human rights of all persons are necessary preconditions for sustainable development.  
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Many developing countries are struggling to recover from the pandemic despite a record-high 

level of official development assistance (ODA) and a strong rebound in global foreign direct 

investment (FDI) and remittance flows. Among other challenges, developing countries are 

battling record inflation, rising interest rates and looming debt burdens. With competing 

priorities and limited fiscal space, many are finding it harder than ever to recover economically. 

With the pandemic far from over and stark disparities in vaccine distribution among countries, 

there is also the threat of a “two-tiered” COVID-19 recovery. To build back better from the 

pandemic and rescue the SDGs, a full-scale transformation of the international financial and 

debt architecture will be required. The world is facing a multitude of crises across the social, 

health, environmental, and peace and security spectrums. To find lasting solutions, 

international cooperation must be scaled up – urgently. To stay ahead of crises, significantly 

more investment in data and statistics will be necessary  
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Sustainable Development Goal 10: Reduced Inequality 
 

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals depends on reducing inequality and making 

sure no one is left behind. Unevenness within and between nations is a continuous source of 

worry. Disparity still exists despite some promising signals of progress in some areas, such as 

declining relative income inequality in some nations and preferential trade treatment for lower-

income nations. 

The poorest and most vulnerable populations have been struck the most by COVID-19, which 

has widened already-existing inequities. Economic disparities and flimsy social safety nets that 

leave vulnerable groups bearing the brunt of the crisis have come to light as a result. 

Inequalities in social, political, and economic spheres have also exacerbated the pandemic's 

effects. 

The world community has made important progress in assisting those in need of relief from 

poverty. The least developed countries, landlocked developing nations, and tiny island 

developing states, who are the most vulnerable, continue to make progress in reducing poverty. 

However, there are still significant discrepancies in access to resources like healthcare, 

education, and other services. 

For SDG 10, the UN has established 10 targets and 11 indicators. Targets define the objectives, 

and Indicators are the measures used to gauge whether these Targets are being reached. The 

original language of each Target is cited here, along with information on the agreed-upon 

Indicators. 

Target 10.1: Reduce income inequalities 

Indicator 10.1.1 is growth rates of household 

expenditure or income per capita among the 

bottom 40 per cent of the population and the 

total population. 

This indicator measures the average annual 

growth rate of incomes or consumption of 

those in the bottom 40% of incomes of a given 

country. 

Goal: Progressively achieve and sustain 

income growth of the bottom 40 per cent of the 

population at a rate higher than the national 

average through to 2030. 

 

Target 10.2: Promote universal social, economic and political inclusion 

By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective 

of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status. 



Page | 14  
 

Indicator 10.2.1 is the proportion of people 

living below 50 per cent of median income, 

by sex, age and persons with disabilities. 

 

Goal: By 2030, empower and promote the 

social, economic and political inclusion of all, 

irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, 

ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or 

other status. 

 

 

 

 

Target 10.3: Ensure equal opportunities and end discrimination 

Ensure equal opportunity and reduce 

inequalities of outcome, including by 

eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and 

practices and promoting appropriate 

legislation, policies and action in this regard. 

Indicator 10.3.1 is the proportion of 

population reporting having personally felt 

discriminated against or harassed in the 

previous 12 months on the basis of a ground 

of discrimination prohibited under 

international human rights law. 

Goal: Ensure equal opportunity and reduce 

inequalities of outcome, including by 

eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and 

practices by 2030.  

 

Target 10.4: Adopt fiscal and social policies that promotes equality 

Indicator 10.4.1 is the labour share of GDP, comprising wages and social protection transfers. 

This indicator measures the percentage of gross domestic product (GDP) derived from labour, 

which is inclusive of wages and social protection transfers. 

Goal: Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and social protection policies, and progressively 

achieve greater equality by 2030. 
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Target 10.5: Improved regulation of global financial markets and institutions 

Improve the regulation and monitoring of global 

financial markets and institutions and strengthen the 

implementation of such regulations. 

Indicator 10.5.1 is the financial soundness indicator. 

Goal: Improve the regulation and monitoring of 

global financial markets and institutions and 

strengthen the implementation of such regulations 

by 2030.  

 

 

 

Target 10.6: Enhanced representation for developing countries in financial institutions 

Ensure enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in decision-making in 

global international economic and financial institutions in order to deliver more effective, 

credible, accountable and legitimate institutions. 

Indicator 10.6.1 is the proportion of members and voting rights of developing countries in 

international organizations. 

These indicators measure the share of members and voting rights in international institutions 

which are held by developing countries. 

Goal: By 2030 ensure enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in decision-

making in global international economic and financial institutions.  
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Target 10.7: Responsible and well-managed migration policies 

Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including 

through the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies. 

Indicator 10.7.1 is the recruitment cost borne by employee as a proportion of yearly income 

earned in country of destination. 

Goal: By 2030 facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of 

people. 

Indicator 10.7.2 is the number of countries that have implemented well-managed migration 

policies. 

Goal: By 2030 facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of 

people, including through the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies. 

Indicator 10.7.3 is the number of people who died or disappeared in the process of migration 

towards an international destination. 

Goal: By 2030 facilitate orderly, safe, regular, and responsible migration and mobility of 

people, including through the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies. 

      

 

Indicator 10.7.4 is the proportion of the population who are refugees, by country of origin. 

Goal: By 2030 facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of 

people, including through the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies. 

Target 10.A: Special and differential treatment for developing countries 

Implement the principle of special and differential treatment for developing countries, in 

particular least developed countries, in accordance with World Trade Organization agreements. 
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Indicator 10.A.1 is the proportion of tariff lines 

applied to imports from least developed countries and 

developing countries with zero-tariff. 

This indicator measures the proportion of total number 

of tariff lines applied to products imported from least 

developed countries corresponding to a 0% tariff rate. 

A tariff line represents a particular product group used 

for classification coding. 

Goal: By 2030 ensure enhanced representation and 

voice for developing countries in decision-making in 

global international economic and financial 

institutions.  

Target 10.B: Encourage development assistance and investment in least developed 

countries 

Encourage official development assistance and financial flows, including foreign direct 

investment, to States where the need is greatest, in particular least developed countries, African 

countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries, in accordance 

with their national plans and programmes. 

Indicator 10.B.1 is the total resource flows for development, by recipient and donor countries 

and type of flow. 

Data for this indicator measures total resource flows for development, which comprises of 

Official Development Assistance (ODA), other official flows (OOF) and private flows. This 

data is available by donor and recipient country. 

Goal: By 2030 encourage official development assistance and financial flows, including 

foreign direct investment, to States where the need is greatest.  
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Target 10.C: Reduce transaction costs for migrant remittances 

By 2030, reduce to less than 3 per cent the 

transaction costs of migrant remittances and 

eliminate remittance corridors with costs higher 

than 5 per cent. 

Indicator 10.C.1 is the remittance costs as a 

proportion of the amount remitted. 

Remittance costs as a proportion of the amount 

of money remitted. Remittances are financial 

transfers from non-residents to residents of a 

country, such as a worker abroad sending money 

to family and friends, or from short-term, 

seasonal work in another country. 

Goal: By 2030 reduce to less than 3 per cent the transaction costs of migrant remittances and 

eliminate remittance corridors with costs higher than 5 per cent across all regions and countries. 

Scenario during COVID-19 
 

In terms of the economy, the COVID-19 epidemic has drastically raised unemployment rates 

worldwide and reduced worker wages. COVID-19 also jeopardises the meagre advancements 

gained in women's rights and gender equality over the previous decades. The effects of 

COVID-19 are made worse for women and girls merely because of their gender in every area, 

including health, the economy, security, and social protection. For vulnerable people in nations 

with weaker health systems and those dealing with ongoing humanitarian crises, inequalities 

are also getting worse. Children, older people, people with disabilities, indigenous peoples, 

refugees, and migrants are particularly at danger of being left behind. Also on the rise is hate 

speech directed towards vulnerable populations. 

COVID-19 increased relative poverty in many countries, but others bucked the trend 

The proportion of the population living 

on less than half the national median 

income is an important measure of 

social exclusion, relative poverty and 

inequality of income distribution 

within a country. If this proportion 

grows, it indicates the poorest are 

falling behind in relative terms. Before 

COVID-19, 13 per cent of people, on 

average, lived on less than half the 

national median income. However, 

this average share masks wide 

variations, from less than 5 per cent in 

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan to around 

25 per cent in Brazil and South Africa. 
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The pandemic has caused a rise in income inequality, jeopardizing two decades of steady 

progress 

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 

is exacerbating global income 

inequality. As a result, the steady 

progress over the last two decades 

is now in jeopardy. Projections 

suggest that between-country 

inequality rose by 1.2 per cent 

between 2017 and 2021, the first 

such increase in a generation. 

Before the pandemic, inequality 

was expected to have fallen by 2.6 

per cent over the same period. 

Forecasts suggest that income 

inequality within countries will 

also have increased in emerging 

market and developing countries. Although the magnitude of this increase is expected to be 

relatively small – around 1 per cent, on average – it halts the steady decline in income inequality 

seen in these countries since the start of the millennium. Worse yet, this increase may become 

entrenched, since pandemic-induced disruptions to education and the disproportionate adverse 

effects on low-income households may worsen intergenerational mobility. Meanwhile, high 

inflation and surging public debt levels may hamper countries’ ability to support these 

vulnerable groups. 

Discrimination remains widespread, with women and persons with disabilities at 

heightened risk 

The spread of COVID-19 has intensified structural and systemic discrimination and pervasive 

inequalities, which harm millions of people and hold back every society. Addressing 

discrimination through evidence-based policies allows societies to transform into more 

inclusive, equal, resilient, just and sustainable systems anchored in human rights. Roughly one 

in five people have experienced 

discrimination on at least one of 

the grounds prohibited under 

international human rights law, 

according to data from 49 

countries and territories collected 

between 2017 and 2021. In 

countries where disaggregated 

data are available, women are 

more than twice as likely as men 

to experience discrimination on 

the grounds of sex. Moreover, 

women living in urban areas are 
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slightly more likely to experience discrimination than their rural counterparts. Among persons 

with disabilities, it is pervasive, with about one third reporting personal experiences of 

discrimination.  

Workers’ share of national income is eroding, exacerbating income 

inequality 

Labour income data are key to 

understanding inequality. 

Measuring labour’s contribution 

to GDP provides an indication of 

whether higher national income 

will lead to increased material 

living standards for workers. 

While employment is the main 

source of income for many 

workers, income derived from 

capital disproportionately 

benefits the affluent. Therefore, 

a decline in the labour share of 

income from 2014 to 2019 – 

from 54.1 per cent to 52.6 per 

cent – represents upward 

pressure on inequality. This drop is consistent with other related evidence going back to the 

1970s, suggesting that workers are losing relative earning power over the long term.  

As a region, Europe and Northern America is driving the decline in the labour income share, 

given its weight in overall global income. Oceania (excluding Australia and New Zealand) and 

Central and Southern Asia have also experienced significant declines. On a more positive note, 

data from sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Eastern and South-

Eastern Asia showed increases in the labour income share, though these increases are typically 

occurring from a lower starting point.   
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Situation in Republic of India 
 

Reducing inequalities cuts to the core of the need for socially inclusive economic growth at the 

heart of modern sustainable development. Inequality isn’t just about economic growth for the 

rich and poor; it also involves social and political inclusion of all, regardless of age, sex, 

ethnicity, religion, or any other category. It also includes creating the conditions for 

intergenerational equality by introducing policies to ensure equality of opportunity and 

eliminate discrimination. Finally, at the international level, it involves giving greater voice to 

developing countries within international institutions and monitoring international financial 

flows to prevent capital flight. 

When it comes to reducing economic inequalities, the SDGs primary call for the growth rate 

for the poorest 40% of the population to equal or exceed the national average per capita growth 

rate. (Biberman, 2020) 

According to NITI Aayog’s self-reported inequality statistics, which examine rural and urban 

areas separately, India does appear to be spreading economic gains evenly between social 

classes. NITI Aayog applies a statistic called the Palma Ratio, which takes the GNI share of 

the wealthiest 10% of the population divided by that of the poorest 40%, and finds a ratio of 

1.41 in urban areas and .92 in rural areas. This would indicate that while investments in 

reducing inequality should be made in urban areas, rural areas already maintain the 

government’s targeted level of economic equality. This method, however, obscures India’s 

most salient economic gap, the rural-urban divide. India’s Gini coefficient, examining 

inequality across the whole society, is a very high 45.6, up from 35.7 in 2019 and definitively 

placing it among the more unequal countries of the world. While inequality within urban areas 

must be reduced, the bulk of resources directed towards reducing economic inequality in India 

should go to expanding opportunities in the rural areas whose economies prevent their 

inhabitants from gaining wealth and achieving mobility. 

Economic inequality is not the only predominant form of exclusion in Indian society. While 

exclusion of women from the labor force has already been discussed in this document, India’s 

prominent transgender population is also excluded from the labor force, participating at only 

64% the rate of men and disproportionately in informal and dangerous roles. India’s labor laws 

do provide a set of protections to workers, but only for employees within a narrowly defined 

subset of the formal workforce, meaning wage protection policies to a certain degree 

exacerbate inequality rather than reducing it. And when it comes to migration and refugee 

policies, the plight of the Rohingya demonstrates that for certain groups, policy barriers to 

integration and assimilation lead to lives which are lived on the margins. Article 16 of the 

Indian constitution prohibits discrimination on the grounds of race, religion, sex, caste, sex, or 

place of birth, but in practice, enforcement on behalf of the groups which would benefit most 

from such inclusion leaves much to be desired. (Bajpai, 2020) 
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Status of SDG 10 in India: Facts and Figures 
 

The Human Development Report 2019 found that India, with a value of 0.647 for 2018 and a 

rank of 129 out of 189 nations and territories, falls into the medium human development 

category (117-153 ranks) of the Human Development Index (HDI). India's HDI value 

increased by 50% between 1990 and 2018, from 0.431 to 0.647, during which time the country's 

life expectancy at birth increased by 11.6 years, the mean number of years spent in school 

increased by 3.5 years, the expected number of years spent in school increased by 4.7 years, 

and the GNI per capita increased by roughly 263%.  

With regards to the financial inclusion, The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) has 

been the most effective tool for financial inclusion for the vulnerable populations by making 

banking services widely available to the historically unbanked people. Over 377 million bank 

accounts have been opened since the system's establishment, and more than half of them are 

held by women. Providing finance to micro and small businesses is one way that the Pradhan 

Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) aids business owners. These programmes aim to remove 

obstacles to simple financing and financial services, empowering everyone—especially the 

most vulnerable in the process. (GGIndia, 2020) 

Plan of Action by NITI Aayog for meeting Target Indicators of 

SDG 10 
 

The NITI Aayog has taken steps to hasten the implementation of the SDGs throughout the 

nation, making it a priority to build and strengthen partnerships with all stakeholders, including 

UN agencies/Central Ministries, State governments, civil society, academia, and others. For 

the SDGs to be implemented successfully, the State Governments' ownership and involvement 

as well as policy reforms are crucial. According to our commitments under SDG 10 and other 

relevant goals and targets, the development strategy should be centred on decreasing 

inequalities. Reducing inequities has been one of the government's key priority in the nation's 

development strategies, for which various flagship projects have been created. For international 

negotiations, it is crucial to enhance the functioning and representation of developing nations 

in the financial markets and institutions around the world as well as to provide them with 

particular treatment. 

The top 10 most unequal countries in the world include India and some of the BRICS nations. 

India has recently placed a strong emphasis on achieving balanced, equal growth at all levels, 

which reflects political resolve. The inequality discussion also involves the following issues: 

a. Debate of poverty should not muddle together with inequality. 

b. Each country should address right type of inequality (income, wealth or consumption) 

based on their need. 

c. Question of income mobility needs to be answered, particularly for vulnerable groups, 

including scheduled castes and tribes or people with disabilities, and in the case of India 

focus should be on implementing the legislative commitment. New legislation on 

people with disabilities is well accredited. 
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d. Focus should be on the causes and consequences of the inequality, including the 

governance issues which are important for the democratic country like India. 

e. India takes very principled and important positions in global governance and has a 

reputation of representing a significant part of global South. That reputation was 

acquired through the non-aligned movement or the group of 77 in the UN or other 

South-South cooperation initiatives where India has the reputation of a benign 

superpower that helps out towards the concept of solidarity. Hence, targets besides 

10.1-10.4 are quite important for India’s role in the international arena.  

The Social Development Division of India under the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok, addressed the issues of inequality 

at the inter- and intra-country levels in developing and developed countries, citing China and 

India as examples of how inequality is decreasing with the rise of emerging economies. It 

emphasised three different types of inequality: outcome inequalities (such as income and 

wealth disparities), inequality of opportunities (such as disparities in access to health, 

education, sanitation, drinking water, and energy consumption), and horizontal inequalities, 

which affect vulnerable groups like SCs/STs and certain racial and ethnic groups. On the basis 

of a thorough study of the data, it was advised that the appropriate policy be used to solve these 

important challenges. (NITIAayog, 2017) 

A. Addressing Inequalities: Empowerment, Inclusion and Non-discrimination (Social, 

Economic and Political) 

One of the state's top initiatives to combat inequality is the Social Justice and Special 

Assistance (SJSA) Mission in Maharashtra. The mission is focused on social integration, 

special aid for economically disadvantaged groups, employment, social remedies, welfare for 

people with disabilities, education and training, and economic upliftment. The majority of the 

department's budget of Rs. 6,500 crores is spent on education and training initiatives, including 

pre- and post-matriculation scholarships for members of the scheduled caste, other 

underprivileged groups, and nomadic tribes. It outlines the department's intention to open 

residential schools for kids from scheduled castes in each of Maharashtra's 330 talukas and 

tehsils. the current state of educational achievements; support programmes like NSAP, old age 

pensions, and disability plans; and social integration plans. Housing for those who are not 

included in socioeconomic surveys is provided under the Ramai Gharkul Yojana, a special 

programme that also provides working women with access to restrooms. Together with the 

business community, the Maharashtra State Government is attempting to raise the standard of 

education through residential ashram schools. Other innovative state measures that support the 

SDGs' principle of "leaving no one behind" are being taken to assist the most marginalised and 

neglected members of society. (Waghmare, 2017) 

B. Promoting a Worker-friendly Migration Support System 

The Skill Development, Employment & Managing Urbanization body of NITI Aayog, 

presents the problem of internal migration in India and the existence of migration corridors. It 

focuses on the fact that internal migration is a bigger issue than external migration. the 

difficulties that policymakers encounter while attempting to achieve SDG 10's goals of 

guaranteeing orderly, safe, regular, and responsible migration and eradicating its negative 

effects on women and children. Loss of migrant identity, a lack of real-time data, subpar 

housing options, seasonal migration, terrible employment conditions, and a lack of political 
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representation to address the migrant issue are some of these difficulties. Further advice 

included stopping the flow of migrants to make it easier to estimate the need for housing, the 

correct kind of skill training, medical facilities, and other difficulties. In order to develop 

policies for the benefit of children, it was suggested that interstate and inter-district migration 

assistance centres be established as well as data on child movement be gathered. (Sanghi, 2017) 

Currently, Kerala is facing inequality specially in the unorganised sector. Migrants while 

working in the destination state face multiple challenges as most of the labour laws are state-

centric which need to be amended so that migrants can also enjoy the benefit of working in a 

given state. The two schemes of Kerala, namely ‘Apna Ghar’ and ‘Awas Scheme’, on health, 

education and housing for migrants and thereby, recommended annual migrant status survey 

in all the states. Some of the schemes like ‘Apna Ghar’ and ‘Awas Scheme’ can be adopted by 

other states as a solution to the challenges faced by migrants. 

C. Connecting Structural Transformations with Features of Inequalities 

There are severe social inequalities in India arising due to caste, class and gender disparities 

which need immediate attention. The rationale of inequality in India is presented in terms of 

imbalance ratio of sectoral dependency (i.e. GDP contribution to employment, in agriculture, 

manufacturing and services). The sustainable infusion of resources into the agricultural sector 

is a must. There is a need to increase public expenditure in health and education and to halt the 

mushrooming of substandard private educational centres, particularly in management and 

engineering. 

The Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) contribute about 8 per cent to GDP and around 40 

per cent to exports. About 1.3 million SMEs give jobs to about 80 million people and they are 

growing at the rate of above 11 per cent. There is a need to enhance financial services in order 

to improve the quality of infrastructure. Further, there is a dire need for improvement in the 

ease of doing business, taxation structure, and promotion of innovation. In order to achieve the 

aligned objective of new industrial policy, the linkages between the academics, industry and 

promoters can further be enhanced for technology adaptation and innovation in SMEs to reduce 

inequalities. (Kumar, 2017) 

The increasing inequality of wealth, both at the global and the national level, has emerged as a 

major concern. The other such areas are the quality of social sector services in education, health 

etc. In order to reduce inequality at the national level, the Government of India has brought 

various policy reforms as well as launched umbrella schemes to consolidate the resources for 

improving implementation efficiency. The availability of reliable disaggregated data plays an 

important role to improve the implementation process. MoSPI has been working in this 

direction. However, due to self-reporting bias some socioeconomic data is not appropriately 

reported by the respondents, which poses a challenge for the statistical system. Some 

initiatives, like GST under tax reforms by the Government of India, to some extent will help in 

better reporting of employment data. There is need for effective policies with due back up of 

robust data to reduce inequalities and to fast track achievement of SDGs. (Anand, 2017) 
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3 Way Roadmap for Localization of SDG Implementation in 

Karjat, Maharashtra 
 

 
(Graphical Content by the Learner- Sanat Puri) 

 

Approach towards SDG Implementation 

 

(Graphical Content by the Learner- Sanat Puri) 

 

There are 2 approaches which can be taken under consideration: 

1. Approach by Government 
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a. Integrated Planning and Implementation: Integrated development solutions and 

innovations to accelerate SDG implementation through institutional mechanisms 

and policy changes to improve coordination. 

b. Localization: Localizing the SDG agenda at the District/Panchayat level by 

aligning their workplans with SDGs. 

2. Approach by Society 

a. Resource Mobilization and Partnerships: Forging partnerships with relevant 

stakeholder i.e., government, private sector, civil societies and academia to 

mobilize resources and implementing innovations at last mile. 

b. Monitoring and Evaluation: Developing tools and ensuring M&E systems are in 

place for effective data collection, tracking progress, etc. 

c. Communication and Capacity Building: Building awareness and capacity of all 

stakeholders including Government officials, media, youth, etc. 

Informed decision making, Enhancing gender equality, Enabling access 

 

(Graphical Content by the Learner- Sanat Puri) 
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Recommendations for Mapping Target Indicators of Sustainable 

Development Goal 10 at local level (Karjat, Maharashtra) 
 

A. Women’s Self Help Groups to Provide Public Health, Social, & Economic 

Interventions 

 

Objective: A thorough understanding of the social, cultural, and communication networks 

inside the community is necessary before introducing public health interventions into an 

established social system or community. This aims to use the voice of a women's Self Help 

Group (SHG) to identify common health and economic issues in the neighbourhood and then 

generate ideas for workable treatments. 

 

Plan of Action: 

 

1. A research team has to make a visit around the villages and make needful observations 

about the village’s social, cultural, economic, political, environmental, and 

technological factors.  

2. This is to help the team have a better understanding of the village.  

3. A resource map has to be formulated to give a clear picture of the sustainable resources 

available in the village and helped the team understand the quantity of the resources 

available.  

4. A questionnaire has to be designed to conduct a household survey to gain a better 

understanding of challenges in the areas of women’s public health, access to health care 

services and facilities, and ability to pay for services.  

5. A semi structured interviews with several members a women’s Self Help Group is to 

be undertaken to investigate viable community-driven interventions to address 

identified challenges.  

6. The interviews shall be followed by a collective and collaborative brain storming 

session to narrow down and finalize the interventions. 

 

B. Modular Water Distribution System for access to clean water for all 

 

Objective: Carrying and gathering water is a daily chore for many Karjat people. However, 

peasants frequently have to trek a certain distance, sometimes multiple times each day, to 

collect the water they need for themselves and their family. Between 200 and 500 litres of water 

are collected and carried daily by several locals, mostly women, for their households and 

livestock. A recommendation to construct a water distribution system has been made in 

recognition of the suffering experienced by the communities following a thorough 

investigation into the root cause of the problem. 

 

Plan of Action: 

 

1. During SMART Project hosted in April 2022, the Ambassador conducted semi-

structured interviews to understand the issue of accessibility of clean water in the 

village.  

2. The study went around 8 villages (Vavloli, Kadav, Bhatgaon, Makerwadi, Lakhran, 

Ladivali, Wadavali and Bhoirwadi) and made a resource map which gave a clear picture 

of the sustainable resources available in the village and helped them understand the 

quantity of the resources available.  
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3. A detailed understanding of the case resulting researching about affordable systems of 

catering to the need ended in a modular design for a water distribution system.  

4. It can be designed in a way so that water is distributed through a pipe system which 

connects to an overhead Sintex steel water tank that currently stores 5,000 litres of 

water.  

5. To lay out the pipe network, the villagers will have to manually dig two trenches– one 

700 meters long and 2 feet deep and another 550 meters long and 1 foot deep.  

6. They will have to dig the foundation pit for the water tank’s steel structure. They will 

have to build another 5,000 litre water tank in the future and to commence water 

conservation awareness initiatives in the village.  

7. An estimated time investment of 20 days, the villagers, can install a piping network, 

with 50+ taps across the village, and a 5,000 litre water tanks. Water can be then easily 

accessible to all homes. 

 

C. Technology for Sustainable Livelihoods 

 

Objective: With increased globalisation, consumerism has spread throughout India, even to its 

rural areas. While globalisation and development have many positive effects, one unfavourable 

side effect is the spread of non-biodegradable rubbish into rural towns, which have historically 

been known for their natural and pure landscapes. The goal of this programme is to comprehend 

the local conditions and difficulties that the villagers experience when it comes to trash 

management. 

 

Plan of Action: 

 

1. During SMART Project hosted in April 2022, the Ambassador conducted semi-

structured interviews to understand the issue of waste management in the village.  

2. The study went around 8 villages (Vavloli, Kadav, Bhatgaon, Makerwadi, Lakhran, 

Ladivali, Wadavali and Bhoirwadi) and made a resource map which gave a clear picture 

of the sustainable resources available in the village and helped them understand the 

quantity of the resources available.  

3. A casual interaction with village women was undertaken to understand their daily pain 

points, access to basic resources, as well as some skills they wish to develop if given 

the opportunity.  

4. It was found out that the amount of biodegradable waste despite cleaning was accounted 

to be in huge quantities and was left uncleaned until it is not piled up in huge chunks. 

5. Understanding the nature of the waste, these can be easily decomposed in humus and 

also acknowledging the fact that majority of villagers here are farmers, an association 

of women can come forward to collecting all the biodegradable waste and generate 

humus out of it which can act as a natural fertilizer for farming, it can also be used for 

biogas and easily sold to people who use wood and chulhas for cooking purpose. The 

same decomposed waste can be also used for basic gardening around the house and 

generating business idea can raise extra income for them and empower them to work. 

 

D. Empowering Artists Through Ceramics & Clay Modeling 

 

Objective: Many people in Maharashtra are unable to rely primarily on agriculture as a source 

of income because of climatic changes and contradictory weather patterns. A lot of rural 

families suffer persistent poverty and mounting debt if their income is insufficient. As a result, 
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it's important to not just find new, sustainable sources of income but also to give people the 

chance to learn marketing techniques and develop their skills. 

 

Plan of Action: 

 

1. During SMART Project, there were multiple encounters with villagers engaging 

themselves with pottery.  

2. It was understood that during monsoon, it becomes difficult for farmers to keep 

farming, hence they switch to other jobs. In these villages a majority of women engaged 

themselves with clay art and pottery which was later sent to the elderly male members 

to sell it in the market. 

3. It is recommended that a mutual learning and sharing session of ceramic and pottery 

techniques can be shared in Anganwadis and Government Schools to develop creative 

skills.  

4. It can be formulated to a two-week workshop. The first half of the workshop can be 

built upon the techniques that the women are already familiar with in order to create 

more complex forms with a focus on product development and quality of craftsmanship.  

The women can develop items that could be sold in the local marketplace and, 

eventually, internationally. As they continued to hone their skills, they shall be able to 

pick up on the subtle qualities that make quality ceramic products. 

5. The second half of the workshop can constitute of kiln building, firing the work, and 

problem solving in marketing. The kiln is the oven used to bake the clay. The size, 

simplicity of design, and firing time for the proposed kiln seemed quite suitable for the 

village women. The size would allow them to fire many items they were making within 

a time frame that would not keep them away from their homes for too long. The design 

of the kiln is also simple enough to be built in just three days.  

6. The potter community in the village can be engaged in a mutual learning and sharing 

session of ceramic and pottery techniques to the target groups. 
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